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Statistical  Summary, 


19  14. 


Situation.  Latitude  52.2,  N.;  Longitude  1.3,  W. 
Elevation.  89-249  Feet. 

Area  of  District.  1,280  acres,  or  2 square  miles. 

Density  of  Population.  6. 1 persons  per  acre. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses.  1,73  9 (Census  1911). 
Population.  7, 5 0' 9 (Census  1911). 

7,8  5 0'  (Estimated  to  middle  of  1914). 

Birth  Rate.  23.9  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Death  Rate  (Recorded).  9.6  8 per  1,000  of  the  population 
(Corrected).  11,9  ,,  ,, 

Zymotic  Death  Rate.  .25  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Phthisis  Death  Rate  .76  „ ,,  „ 

Infantile  Death  Rate.  69.6  ,,  Births. 

Total  Rainfall  for  1914.  24.0  7 inches. 


Urban  District  of  Horbury. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH,  1914. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL 
Gentlemen, 

Dr.  Garden,  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  being  at 
present  on  active  service  with  the  British  Expeditionary  Force, 
I have  pleasure,  on  his  behalf,  in  submitting  for  your  consider- 
ation the  Sixth  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  con- 
dition of  the  district,  together  with  particulars  of  the  operations 
of  your  health  staff,  in  their  endeavour  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
disease  and  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  Township  from  a 
Public  Health  point  of  view. 

It  is  my  duty  in  this  report,  not  only  to  bring  to  your 
notice  the  statistical  tables,  but  also  to  comment  upon  matters 
having  bearing  upon  such  tables,  and  further  to  emphasise  the 
points  respecting  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the 
district  to  which  marked  attention  should  be  given  during  the 
coming  year. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Horbury  is  a compact  Urban  District  of  1,280  acres, 
situate  on  the  left  bank  of  the  River  Calder,  some  three  miles 
above  Wakefield.  - The  district  is  bounded  on  the  north-west 
by  the  Borough  of  Ossett,  and  elsewhere  by  the  'Wakefield 
Rural  District.  The  Huddersfield  main  road  traverses  the 
district  from  east  to  west  and  the  district  is  well  served  by  other 
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roads.  The  Wakefield  District  Light  Railway  Company  run  a 
good  service  of  trams  through  the  district  from  Wakefield  to 
Ossett.  The  Lancashire  & Yorkshire  have  two  stations  in  the 
urban  district  and  it  is  here  that  the  Barnsley  branch  joins  the 
main  line. 

Water  traffic  is  carried  on  by  means  of  the  Calder  & 
Hebble  Navigation. 

The  district  overlies  the  middle  coal  measures,  consisting 
!of  shale,  sandstone,  etc.,  and  in  the  locality  there  is  the  north- 
ern extension  of  the  Barnsley  coal  bed.  Near  the  river  and 
in  the  valley  bottom  the  soil  is  alluvial  and  in  the  other  and 
higher  parts  the  sub-soil  is  generally  clay  or  marl. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS,  &c. 

The  industries  of  the  district  are  extensively  varied,  and 
include  woollen  and  worsted  manufactories,  iron  works,  rail- 
way wagon  works,  paper  works,  oil  works,  dye-works,  carpet 
beating,  rag  sorting,  and  athletic  goods  making.  There  are  no 
collieries  situate  within  the  urban  district,  but  a good  many 
of  the  male  population  are  employed  as  miners  in  the  coal  mines 
in  the  surrounding  districts.  The  industries  of  Horbury  also  find 
employment  for  a large  number  of  people  resident  outside  the 
district. 

The  general  conditions  of  the  population  seem  fairly 
good,  while  unemployment,  even  at  this  time  of  our  national 
crisis,  is  practically  unknown. 

POPULATION. 

I estimate  the  population  of  the  district  to  the  middle  of 
1914  to  be  7/8  5 0.  The  following  figures  may  be  of  interest  in 
showing  the  growth  of  the  district  during  the  past  5 0 years:  — 


Census. 

Population. 

Increase. 

Percentage  of 
Increase. 

Persons  per 
Inhabited 

1871 

3,977 

731 

22.20/q 

House. 

1881 

5,050 

1,073 

2 7.  o/0 

0 

0 

VC 

1891 

5,673 

627 

12.4o/o 

4.81 

1901 

6,736 

1,06  3 

18.  70/0 

4.5  9 

1911 

7,509 

773 

11.3  % 

4.22 

The  population  may  be  said  to  comprise  three  aggrega- 
tions, and  these  are  practically  contiguous,  viz. : ( 1)  The  cen- 
tral or  older  portion  of  Horbury,  pleasantly  situated  upon  the 
crest  of  the  hill,  and  extending  down  the  slope  on  the  south- 
east to  (2)  Horbury  Junction  with  its  Iron  Works  and  Wagon 
Works  and  growing  artisan  population;  (3)  on  the  other 
slope  of  the  hill  to  the  south-west  of  Horbury,  there  is  a 
bold  escarpment  at  the  foot  of  which  is  Horbury  Bridge, ,s  here 
are  situated  the  bulk  of  the  woollen  mills,  also  the  oil  works 
and  dye-works. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  district  obtains  its  water  supply  from  the  Dewsbury  and 
Batley  Corporations,  which  is  stored  in  the  reservior  at  Fox- 
royd,  Thornhill.  There  is  not,  however,  a separate  service 
reservior  for  Horbury.  This  is  at  times  a source  of  trouble 
to  the  district,  and  & separate  reservior  for  Horbury  is  greatly 
needed. 

The  quality  of  the  water  is  generally  good.  It  is  not 
plumbo-solvent.  No  cases  of  lead  poisoning  have  been  re- 
ported. 

STREETS. 

In  the  older  portions  of  Horbury  the  streets  are  narrow 
and  uneven,  the  buildings  being  grouped  together  somewhat 
irregularly. 

The  majority  of  the  side  streets  are  not  properly  made 
up,  and  have  not  been  properly  paved,  drained  or  channelled. 
The  conditions  of  these  streets,  especially  after  wet  weather,  is 
very  unsatisfactory. 

A feature  of  Horbury  is  the  number  of  common  yards  and 
courts,  very  few  of  which  have  surfaces  of  impervious  material 
properly  graded  and  channelled  to  surface  water  gullies.  The 
state  of  these  yards  varies  greatly  with  the  prevailing  weather 
conditions;  in  wet  weather  the  surfaces  are  cut  up,  and  in 
places  resemble  a puddle,  while  in  dry  weather  there  must  be 
considerable  inconvenience  from  dust.  Some  attempts  are 
made  to  make  up  the  yard  surfaces  with  ashes  and  like  material 
which  in  wet  weather  works  up  and  is  washed  away,  often  into 
the  surface  water  gullies,  choking  up  the  drains. 

Slops  are  often  thrown  over  the  yard  surfaces,  and  in 
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some  instances  when  privy  middens  are  cleansed  the  contents 
are  also  deposited  thereon,  polluting  the  yard  surface,  which, 
owing  to  its  pervious  nature,  readily  absorbs  and  retains  the 
polluted  matter. 

As  children  invariably  make  these  yards  their  playground 
these  conditions  are  not  at  all  desirable. 

I am  pleased  to  say  that  the  Council  are  at  the  present 
time  considering  the  making  up  of  a number  of  streets  in  the 
district,  and  I hope  that  during  1915  great  improvements  will 
be  made  in  this  direction. 

PLAYGROUNDS. 

In  the  reports  of  previous  years  the  need  of  playgrounds 
for  the  children  of  the  township  has  been  commented  upon. 
The  Council  have  given  this  matter  their  favourable  considera- 
tion and  the  Low  Park  Estate  has  been  purchased  and  is  to  be 
laid  out  for  a public  playground. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

The  sewage  of  the  district  is  collected  by  the  Sewerage 
System  laid  down  in  18  92 — 18  94,  which  was  extensively  en- 
larged during  1913,  and  discharges  at  the  outfall  works  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  Calder,  being  collected  in  two  parts, 
viz.,  that  from  the  eastern  portion  of  the  district  flows  by 
gravitation  to  the  precipitation  tanks,  while  that  from  the 
western  portion  flows  to  a large  tank  sewer  near  the  works,  and 
thence  to  the  sewage  well,  from  which  it  is  pumped  to  the 
equalising  tanks.  From  the  equalising  tanks  by  gravitation 
through  the  precipitation  tanks  to  the  pump-well,  from  whence 
it  is  pumped  on  to  the  percolating  filters,  again  gravitating  to 
the  humas  tanks  and  discharging  into  the  river  Calder. 

For  the  more  efficient  ventilation  of  the  sewers  upcast 
vent  shafts  have  been  fixed  in  various  parts  of  the  district. 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES. 

Privies  and  privy  middens  are  still  a common  form  of 
convenience  in  the  district.  It  is  pleasing  to  note,  however, 
that  each  year  sees  a marked  decrease  in  the  numbers  of  these 
foul  and  insanitary  places,  but  we  have  still  a long  way  to  go 
before  reaching  that  ideal  state  of  things  in  which  privy  mid- 
dens have  no  part.  During  the  year  9 0 water  closets  and  8 5 
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dust  bins  have  been  provided  in  lieu  of  insanitary  privy  mid- 
dens abolished. 

There  is  in  the  district  approximately  some  647  privies, 
329  privy  middens,  76  dry  ashes  places,  60  0 dust  bins  and  11 
cesspools,  also  8 77  water  closets.  Many  complaints  are  rec- 
eived of  the  nuisances  arising  from  privy  middens,  especially 
during  summer  months,  and  I am  of  the  opinion,  and  think  no 
reasonable  person  will  disagree,  that  a system  which  involves 
the  retention  of  decaying  animal,  vegetable  and  excrementitious 
matter — in  many  cases  in  close  proximity  to  dwelling  houses  is 
neither  desirable  or  sanitary,  and  however  good  structurally, 
are  detrimental  to  the  public  health.  I trust  that  during  1915 
still  greater  progress  will  be  made  with  the  abolition  of  this 
form  of  convenience. 

SCAVENGING. 

This  important  branch  of  public  health  work  is  carried 
out  by  the  Council’s  own  staff  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  and  during  the  year  has  been  carried  out 
in  an  efficient  and  regular  manner. 

The  refuse  is  collected  into  carts  sheeted  over  with  linen 
covers,  and  disposed  of  to  the  tip  at  Addingford.  This 
method  of  disposal  is  very  unsatisfactory,  and  cannot  be  re- 
garded as  sanitary,  particularly  so  owing  to  the  position  of  the 
tip.  I would  again  suggest,  as  in  previous  reports,  the  installa- 
tion of  an  up-to-date  Destructor. 

Your  Council  are  at  the  present  time  considering  the 
question  of  refuse  disposal  for  the  district,  and  I hope  they 
will  favourably  consider  this  method  of  disposal. 

SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Particulars  of  the  work  carried  out  under  this  head  will 
will  be  found  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  attached  here- 
to. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

During  the  year  your  Council  has  by  Order  declared  the 
following  trades,  businesses  and  manufacturers  to  be  offensive 
trades  within  the  district:  Fat-melter  or  Fat-extractor,  Glue- 
maker,  Size-maker,  Gut-scraper,  Rag  and  Bone  Dealer,  Fish- 
fryer,  manufacturer  of  Manure  from  fish  offal,  blood  or 


10 


other  putresable  animal  matter,  Grease  and  Oil  Distiller  or 
Refiner.  It  will  be  necessary  for  the  Council  to  consider  the 
question  of  drafting  bye-laws  for  the  regulation  of  these 
trades. 

BYE-LAWS  AND  ADOPTIVE  ACTS  IN  FORCE  IN  THE 
DISTRICT. 

BYE-LAWS. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

Nuisances. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Regulations. 

ACTS. 

Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  18  89. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  18  90  (Parts 
III.  and  IV.) 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  18  90. 

The  Private  Street  Works  Act,  18  92. 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  190'7. 

The  Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  190  7 (Sections  15 


16, 

17, 

18, 

19, 

20, 

21, 

22, 

23. 

24, 

2 5, 

26, 

2 7, 

2 8, 

29, 

30 

31, 

32, 

3 3, 

34, 

3 5, 

3 6, 

3 7, 

3 8, 

39, 

40, 

41, 

42, 

43, 

4 4, 

45 

46, 

4 7, 

4 8, 

49, 

5 0, 

51, 

5 2, 

5 3, 

5 4, 

5 5, 

5 6, 

5 7, 

5 8, 

5 9, 

60 

61, 

62, 

6 3, 

64, 

6 5, 

6 6, 

6 7, 

68, 

6 9, 

71, 

7 2, 

73, 

7 4, 

7 5, 

76. 

77, 

92, 

9 3, 

94 

and 

95). 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  three  Day  Schools  in  Horbury,  viz.,  Northfield 
Council  School  for  Boys,  Girls  and  Infants;  The  National 
School,  Church  Street,  Boys,  Girls  and  Infants;  Horbuiry 
Bridge  Church  School,  Mixed  and  Infants.  All  the  Schools 
are  provided  with  town’s  water,  and  the  conveniences  in  con- 
nection therewith  are  on  the  water  carriage  system. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  Cow-sheds  in  the  district  have,  during  the  year  been 
regularly  inspected,  and  on  two  occasions  all  the  dairy  cows 
therein  have  been  carefully  examined  by  the  Veterinary  Inspec- 
tor appointed  by  the  Council.  His  report  is  given  on  page 

11. 
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The  milk  supply  of  Horbury  is,  with  three  exceptions* 
supplied  by  cowkeepers  within  the  district,  none  whatever  being 
brought  in  by  rail. 

I am  pleased  to  say  that  the  unsatisfactory  conditions 
existing  at  some  of  the  cowsheds,  commented  upon  in  previous 
reports,  have  been  remedied.  Two  new  cowsheds  have  been 
built  in  place  of  three  insanitary  buildings  abolished,  while  the 
use  of  three  others  has  been  discontinued.  In  a number  of 
others  improved  lighting  and  ventilation  has  been  provided, 
and  floor  surfaces  made  satisfactory. 

I trust  that  during  1915  the  whole  of  the  cowsheds,  will 
be  made  satisfactory  and  in  accordance  with  the  bye-laws. 


FIFTH  VETERINARY  REPORT 

upon  the  Inspection  of  Cattle  in  Dairies  for  the  preven- 
tion of  Tuberculosis  in  the  Milk  Supply. 

1,  Greaves  Road,  Dewsbury, 

January  2 9th,  1915. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
HORBURY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

On  two  occasions  during  1914  I visited,  along  with  your 
Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Horsfall,  the  whole  of  the  Cowsheds  in 
your  district,  and  made  246  examinations  of  the  dairy  cows 
kept  therein,  and  noted  the  condition  of  the  udder  of  each 
animal.  I found  them  all  to  be  in  fair  good  condition,  and  in 
no  case  was  there  Tubercular  Disease  of  the  Udder. 

Some  of  the  cows  examined  were  in  a dirty  condition  in 
the  hind  quarters  and  udder  and  required  proper  grooming. 

I am  pleased  to  note  that  since  my  last  inspection  some 
improvements  have  been  carried  out  at  several  of  the  cowsheds, 


and  hope  that  on  my  next  visit  the  improvements  necessary  at 
the  other  premises  will  have  been  carried  out. 

I remain. 

Yours  respectfully, 

JOHN  MCLEAN,  M.R.C.V.S. 


OTHER  FOODS. 

Under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  has  obtained  21  samples  for  analysis,  19  of  the 
samples  were  certified  by  the  analyst  to  be  genuine,  2 were 
found  to  contain  a slight  percentage  of  added  water  and  had 
also  been  deprived  of  a small  amount  of  milk  fat.  Owing  to 
slight  deficiencies  no  proceeding's  were  taken,  but  the  vendors 
were  warned. 

The  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  district  have  been  regularly 
visited  and  the  carcasses  and  offals  of  animals  killed  therein 
inspected.  No  seizures  have  been  effected  during  the  year, 
but  a quantity  of  meat  which  was  diseased  and  unfit  for  human 
food  was  surrendered  upon  the  Inspector  bringing  the  diseased 
conditions  to  the  notice  of  the  owners.  Particulars  of  art- 
icles surrended  are  given  in  the  report  of  the  Sanitaffy 
Inspector. 

During  the  year  some  improvements  have  been  carried 
out  at  several  of  the  slaughter  houses,  and  they  are  now,  with 
one  exception,  structurally  in  fair  condition. 

Other  matters  that  still  require  attention  at  the  slaughter 
houses  is  the  proper  gnd  regular  removal  and  disposal  of 
blood  garbage  and  offal.  This  matter  is  being  dealt  with  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  five  bake-houses  in  the  district  are  at  all  times 
maintained  in  a.  clean  and  orderly  condition  and  the  bread  and 
confectionery  made  and  sold  is  of  good  quality. 

There  are  10  premises  where  fried  fish  and  chipped 
potatoes  are  prepared  and  sold.  The  position  of  these  prem- 
ises is  easily  located  by  the  effluvium  emitted.  The  majority 
of  the  premises  are  fitted  with  modern  cooking  ranges  and  are 
maintained,  as  a whole,  in  a clean  condition,  and  no  complaints 
have  been  received  regarding  them. 


If  the  fish  and  fat  used  is  wholesome  and  of  good  quality, 
and  proper  attention  is  paid  to  cleanliness  of  premises  and 
utensils,  little  objection  can  be  taken  to  this  class  of  premises. 

HOUSING  ACCOMMODATION. 

In  considering  this  subject  the  antique  character  of  many 
of  the  dwellings  must  be  borne  in  mind.  The  larger  portion 
of  the  old  buildings  are  constructed  of  stone,  while  the  newer 
buildings  are  largely  of  brick.  In  the  older  portion  of  Hor- 
bury  numbers  of  houses  are  badly  placed,  being  irregularly 
grouped  in  yards  and  courts.  The  dwellings  of  more  recent 
date  are  provided  with  gardens  or  small  plots. 

There  are  approximately  some  1,913  inhabited  houses  in 
the  district.  During  the  past  twelve  years  400  new  houses 
have  been  erected,  an  average  of  3 3 per  year. 

During  1914,  69  new  houses  have  been  erected,  and  45 
of  these  are  provided  with  baths,  which  is  a most  satisfactory 
feature.  Water  closets  and  dry  ash  bins  have,  with  one  excep- 
tion, Been  provided  for  the  new  houses  built. 

The  erection  of  new  buildings  is  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Surveyor.  The  existing  building  bye-laws  cannot  be  re- 
garded as  satisfactory,  and  need  revising. 

There  appears  to  be  a need  for  increased  activity  in  house 
building  in  the  district,  and  there  is  general  complaints  as  to 
people  being  unable  to  obtain  good  family  houses.  A con- 
siderable number  of  people  employed  in  the  various  works  in 
the  district  are  compelled  to  reside  outside  our  area,  who,  if 
houses  could  be  obtained  would  no  doubt  reside  in  the  district. 

The  Council  are  at  the  present  time  dealing  with  a scheme 
for  the  erection  of  a number  of  working  class  dwellings. 

During  the  year  under  review  51  houses  have  been  in- 
spected by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  under  the  Housing  (Inspec- 
tion of  District)  Regulation,  1910,  with  the  following  results: 

Representations  made  that  houses  were  unfit  for 

Habitation  ...  ...  ...  2 

Houses  not  reasonably  fit  for  habitation  for  which 

notices  were  served  under  Section  15  ...  5 

Houses  inspected  found  with  minor  defects  ...  2 8 

Houses  inspected  with  no  defects  ...  ...  16 


14 


Houses  where  defects  have  been  remedied  ...  11 

Houses  with  defects  where  works  are  in  progress 

or  in  hand  ...  ...  ...  24 

These  inspections  reveal  many  nuisances  and  defects 
which  must  have  direct  bearing  upon  the  health  and  comfort 
of  the  occupants,  which  can  and  should  be  remedied  by  the 
owners,  such  as  leaky  roofs,  damp  walls,  insufficient  light  and 
ventilation,  improper  means  of  food  storage,  defective  drains, 
spouts,  etc. 

The  importance  and  value  of  this  work  cannot  be  over 
estimated  as  living  in  damp,  ill-ventilated  and  insanitary 
dwellings  is  most  detrimental  ,to  the  health  of  the  occupiers. 
The  improvements  carried  out  as  the  result  of  these  inspections 
will  certainly  be  beneficial  to  the  occupiers  of  the  houses  con- 
cerned, and  to  the  district  generally. 

I trust  that  in  the  future  further  progress  will  be  made 
with  this  important  and  valuable  work.  Reference  to  the 
report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  will  give  a summary  of 
defects  found. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACTS. 

Some  3 5 premises  in  the  district  are  classed  as  factories. 
The  number  of  workshops  is  5 5,  which  have  been  regularly 
inspected.  Two  bakeries  and  1 boot  repairing  premises  are 
classed  as  factories.  The  general  condition  of  the  workshops 
are  fairly  satisfactory.  No  returns  have  been  received  as  to 
any  out-workers  being  employed  in  the  district. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  report 
upon  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Acts  in 
the  district,  and  the  following  tables  give  a summary  of  work 
done  in  Horbury  during  the  year. 


Administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection  with  Factories 

Workshops,  and  Workplaces. 


1.— INSPECTION. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

(1) 

Inspections. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Prosecu- 

tions. 

(4) 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  ...  ^ 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries)... 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’  premises  included  in  | 
Part  3 of  this  Report)  ...  ...  ' 

44 

9 

None 

Total 

44 

9 

None 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Nu 

mber  of  Defecrs. 

Number 

P articulars. 

Referred  to 

of 

(1) 

Found. 

Remedied 

H.  M. 
Inspector 

Prosecutions 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

1 

1 

Want  of  Ventilation 

1 

1 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors 

1 

1 

Other  Nuisances 

8 

8 

c A ( insufficient  ... 

sanitary  Accom-  J • 1 1 p , • 

/ < unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

modation.  , c 

4 

4 

1 not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

Total 

15 

15 

OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class  ( i ). 


Number  (2) 


Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  ...  ...  ...  3 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  / Notified  by  H.M  Inspector  3 
Inspector  as  remediable  under  the  ) 

Public  Health  Acts,  but  not  under  the  \ Reports(of  action  taken)  sent 
Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  (s.  5,  1901)  ( to  H.  M.  Inspector  3 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

DEATHS. 

The  number  of  Deaths  registered  in  Horbury  was  76  (35 
males  and  41  females)  which  is  equivalent  to  a death-rate  of 
9.6  8 per  1,0  00  of  the  population.  Of  this  number  3 were 
non-residents,  that  is,  persons  who  were  only  residing  tem- 
porarily in  the  district,  therefore  such  deaths  are  transferred 
to  the  district  of  which  such  persons  are  residents,  and  for 
statistical  purposes  are  not  calculated  for  in  the  district  to 
which  the  death  occurred. 

Information  was  likewise  received  of  the  deaths  of  21 
residents  of  Horbury  in  other  districts.  This  brings  the  total 
number  of  deaths  of  Horbury  residents  during  the  year  to  94 
(42  males  and  52  females),  which  calculated  upon  the  esti- 
estimated  population  gives  a Corrected  Death-Rate  for 
the  year  of  11.9  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  death-rates  for  the  country  are:  — 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  14.0 

Great  Towns  ...  ...  ...  14.7 

Smaller  Towns  ...  ...  12.9 

England  and  Wales,  less  the  241  towns  13.4 

The  causes  of  death  will  be  found  on  Table  3. 

The  3 non-residents  were  residents  of  Harrogate,  Shit- 
lington  and  Liverpool. 

The  deaths  of  the  Horbury  residents  outside  the  district 
occurred  at:  — 

Clayton  Hospital,  Wakefield 
Workhouse  Infirmary,  Wakefield 
Lunatic  Asylum,  Wakefield 
Bramley  Workhouse 
Leeds  Infirmary 
City  Hospital,  Leeds 
In  other  Towns  but  not  in  Institutions 

BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  Births  registered  during  the  year  was  18  7. 
Information  has  been  received  of  1 birth  to  Horbury  residents 
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BIRTH  RATE,  1902—1914. 


outside  the  district,  which  brings  the  total  births  of  the  district 
to  188  (89  males  and  99  females)  which  is  equal  to  a Birth- 
Rate  of  2 3.9  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  number  of 
illegitimate  births  was  4. 

A comparison  with  the  Birth-rate  of  the  country  is:  — 


England  and  Wales 

23.8* 

Great  Towns 

25.0 

Smaller  Towns 

23.9 

England  and  Wales,  less  Towns 

22.2 

* Lowest  on  record. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district  of  infants 
who  died  before  reaching  the  age  of  1 year  was  13.  Of  this 
number  1 was  a child  of  non-residents,  information  was  rec- 
eived of  the  death  of  1 child  of  Horbury  residents  outside  the 
district,  which  still  leaves  the  total  deaths  under  1 year  of  age 
at  13.  This  is  equal  to  an  INFANTILE  Death-Rate  of  6 9.6 
per  1,000  births  registered. 

The  infantile  rate  for  this  year  is  the  lowest  on  record  for 
the  district. 

The  Infantile  rates  for  the  whole  country  are:  — 


England  and  Wales  ...  ...  105 

Great  Towns  ...  ...  ...  114 

Smaller  Towns  ...  ...  104 

England  and  Wales,  less  Towns  ...  9 3 


The  causes  of  Death  are  given  in  Table  4. 

There  is  great  satisfaction  in  being  able  to  point  out  that 
the  Infantile-rate  for  the  year  is  the  lowest  on  record  for  the 
district.  A very  noticeable  and  pleasing  feature  of  this  table 
is  that  only  one  death  has  occurred  from  Diarrhoea  and 
Enteritis,  diseases  that  have  to  a large  extent  been  the  cause  of 
the  high  infantile  rates  of  previous  years.  With  the  adoption 
of  the  Notification  of  Births  Act  and  the  appointment  of  a 
Health  Visitor  and  School  Nurse  for  the  district,  you  are  well 
abreast  of  the  times  in  dealing  with  this  important  question  of 
wastage  of  infant  life.  The  Health  Visitor  has  been  at  work 


for  such  a short  period  that  it  is  at  present  impossible  to  esti- 
mate the  benefits  likely  to  result  from  her  work.  Her  princi- 
pal work  will  be  taken  up  with  the  visiting  of  newly  born 
infants,  and  furnishing  the  mothers  with  particulars  and  advice 
upon  the  feeding  and  rearing  of  infants,  and  on  many  other 
matters  appertaining  to  the  healthy  upbringing  of  children. 
During  these  visits  she  will  also  have  opportunity  for  teaching,  in 
practical  manner,  the  benefits  and  necessity  of  cleanliness  in  the 
home  and  also  the  advantages  of  fresh  air  and  proper  ventila- 
tion of  living  and  sleeping  apartments.  As  these  visits  are 
commenced  in  the  first  few  weeks  of  the  infant  life  it  should 
greatly  assist  in  further  reducing  this  wastage  of  child  life. 

I trust  that  the  Infantile  Rate  for  1914  will  not  again  be 
exceeded,  but  still  further  diminished. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 

The  periodical  inspection  of  all  the  children  attending  the 
schools  in  the  district  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Medical 
Inspectors  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

A School  Nurse  has  also  been  appointed  by  the  County 
Authorities  who,  when  considered  necessary,  also  visits  the 
homes  of  the  children. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  134  cases  have  been  notified  under  the 
Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act,  viz.  : — 


Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
Erysipelas 
Typhoid  Fever 


9 8 

1 2 

22 

2 


The  Zymotic  sickness  rate  is  equal  to  17.0  per  1,000  of 
the  population.  Two  deaths  occurred  from  Infectious  Dis- 
ease, which  is  equal  to  a fatality  rate  of  1.4  9 percent,  of  the 
total  cases  notified,  and  a Zymotic  death-rate  of  .25  per  1,0  00 
of  the  population.  114  of  the  cases  notified  were  removed  to 
the  Council’s  Isolation  Hospital  for  treatment,  being  in  a 
proportion  of  8 5 per  cent,  of  the  total  cases  notified. 


The  Zymotic  rates  for  the  whole  country  a'e:  — 
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England  and  Wales 
Great  Towns 

Smaller  Towns  ...  ....  * ... 

England  and  Wales,  less  the  Towns  ... 


1.2 

1.5 

1.2 

0.8 


By  the  foregoing  particulars  it  will  be  noted  that  during 
the  year  there  has  been  a large  amount  of  Infectious  Disease  in 
the  district,  principally  Diphtheria  which  has  been  with  us  prac- 
tically the  whole  year.  At  one  period  the  disease  became  very 
prevalent,  and  although  not  exactly  taking  epidemic  form,  the 
situation  was  regarded  by  your  officials  as  serious.  During  the 
period  in  question  February,  March  and  x\pril,  51  cases  of  this 
disease  were  notified,  which  is  over  one-half  the  total  number 
of  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  during  the  whole  year.  The 
majority  of  the  cases  were  confined  to  the  children  attending 
Northfield  Council  School  and  St.  Peter’s  National  School,  and 
it  was  deemed  advisable  to  close  the  schools;  this  was  done, 
also  the  Sunday  Schools  and  Picture  House,  after  which  the 
outbreak  ceased. 

During  the  latter  part  of  year,  in  December,  another  out- 
break occurred,  and  the  above-mentioned  schools  were  again 
closed  down  until  the  New  Year,  thus  preventing  further  spread 
of  the  disease. 

Your  sanitary  staff  were  fully  aware  of  the  serious  results 
that  were  likely  to  accrue  by  the  disease  spreading,  and  all 
practical  and  available  measures  were  adopted  for  the  preven- 
tion and  suppression  of  the  disease.  All  the  cases  were  re- 
moved to  the  Isolation  Hospital  immediately  after  notification, 
and  the  premises  and  bedding  disinfected.  The  schools  af- 
fected have  on  two  occasions  during  the  year  been  disinfected, 
and  the  school  fixtures  washed  down. 

There  are  many  circumstances  which  appear  to  me  to  have 
direct  bearing  on  this  subject,  a consideration  of  which  shows 
the  difficulties  to  be  met  with  in  the  stamping  out  a disease  like 
Diphtheria. 

The  first  point  is  the  gross  negligence,  apathy  and  ignor- 
ance often  displayed  by  parents  regarding  diseases  of  this 
description. 

It  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  find  children  with  bad  throats, 
discharging  ears  and  noses,  whose  condition  to  the  ordinary 


observer  may  not  appear  to  be  of  serious  consequence,  medical 
advice  is  not  called  in,  and  such  children  are  allowed  to  mix 
freely  with  other  members  of  the  family  and  children  of 
neighbours  and  to  use  the  feeding  utensils  common  to  the 
household.  At  a later  period  the  child’s  condition  may  be- 
come more  serious,  when  the  doctor  is  called  in,  with  the  result 
that  Diphtheria  is  diagnosed.  We  have  recently  had  cases  in 
the  district  of  this  description. 

Complaint  of  sore  throat  from  children  should  never  be 
treated  lightly,  but  always  regarded  with  suspicion,  and  like- 
wise children  with  discharges  from  the  nose  and  ears,  and  as  a 
precaution  such  cases  should  be  isolated  from  other  members 
of  the  family  and  should  not  be  allowed  to  return  to  school,' 
until  medically  examined  and  declared  safe. 

If  the  number  of  notification  of  Infectious  Disease  are  to 
be  diminished  the  public  must  give  more  thought  and  attention 
to  these  points,  then  I feel  sure  that  many  cases  of  infectious 
disease  would  be  detected  at  a much  earlier  period  instead  of 
being  allowed  to  act  as  carriers  of  disease  to  others. 

I trust  that  during  the  coming  year  we  shall  see  a marked 
diminution  in  the  number  of  notifications  of  Infectious  Disease. 

We  have  no  steam  disinfector  for  the  district,  the  method 
of  disinfecting  bedding,  etc.  being  by  Formalin  Spraying  and 
Formic  Aldehyde  Vapour. 

During  1914  the  accommodation  at  the  Council’s  Isola- 
tion Flospital  has  been  increased  by  the  erection  of  a new  ward 
of  10  beds.  The  hospital  now  consists  of  an  administrative 
block  for  cooking  and  washing,  an  observation  ward,  a disin- 
fecting ward,  typhoid  fever  ward,  scarlet  fever  ward,  diphtheria 
ward,  and  a spare  ward  for  dealing  with  severe  cases  of 
erysipelas,  that  cannot  be  properly  isolated  at  the  homes  of  the 
patients. 

Sixteen  cases  of  Tuberculosis  have  been  notified  during 
the  year  in  accordance  with  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis) 
Regulations,  1912,  10  Pulmonary  Tubercu’osis  (8  females  and 
2 males),  and  6 from  other  Tubercular  Diseases  (5  males  and 
1 female) . 

Six  deaths  have  occurred  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
(4  males  and  2 females),  which  is  6.3o/o  of  the  total  deaths, 
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and  a rate  of  .76  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  against  the 
rate  of  .39  per  1,000  for  1913. 

I have  to  thank  Dr.  Kaye  and  Dr.  Sutherland  for  the 
valuable  assistance  rendered  during  the  year.  Many  path- 
ological specimens  have  been  sent  to  the  laboratory  at  Wake- 
field for  examination  which  have,  it  is  worthy  to  note,  always 
been  dealt  with  in  the  most  expedient  manner. 

Except  for  the  prevalence  of  Infectious  Disease  the  year 
under  review  has  been  very  satisfactory.  The  Vital  Statistics 
are  a pleasing  feature,  being  again  slightly  better  than  those 
of  preceding  years. 

Diphtheria  at  one  period  assumed  rather  alarming  pro- 
portions, but  happily  did  not  reach  genuine  epidemic  form. 

Your  sanitary  staff  has  been  busily  engaged  bringing  about 
necessary  sanitary  alterations  and  improvements,  and  much 
good  work  has  been  accomplished  in  this  direction. 

I append  tables  1,  2,  3 and  4,  giving  the  Vital  Statistics 
for  the  year  the  number  of  Infectious  cases  notified  and  the 
causes  of  death. 

Also  included  is  a table  of  information  supplied  to  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the  forms  provided  by 
him. 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  the  kindness  and 
courtesy  extended  to  me,  and  also  to  the  officials  for  services  so 
willingly  rendered. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  D.  A.  KING, 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


February  20th,  1915. 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  tiie  Year  1914. 


Isolation  Hospital — Addingford  Isolation  Hospital.  Total  available  beds  33. 

Number  of  Diseases  that  can  be  treated  concurrently — Four.  No  special  Sanatoria. 


TABLE  115 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1914. 


Causes  of  Death. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  Subjoined  ages  of  “Residents”  whether 

OCCURRING  WITHIN  OR  WITHOUT  THE  DISTRICT. 


All 

Ages. 

Under 

1. 

1 and 
under 
2. 

— 

2 and 
under 
5. 

5 and 
under 
15. 

15  and 
under 
25. 

25  and 
under 
45. 

45  and 
under 
65. 

65  and 
up- 
wards. 

dents 

in 

Instit 

tions 

the 

Distri 

Measles  . . 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

2 

2 

Diphtheria  & Croup 

2 

2 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis) 

6 

3 

3 

Tuberculosis 

Meningitis 

1 

1 

Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases 

3 

2 

1 

Cancer,  malignant 
Disease 

5 

4 

1 

Meningitis 

2 

1 

1 

A 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

10 

1 

6 

3 

Bronchitis 

9 

1 

1 

2 

5 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

8 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Other  diseases  of  res- 
piratory organs  . . 

2 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea  & Enteritis 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Appendicitis  and 
Typhlitis 

2 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and 

Bright’s  Disease 

5 

1 

± 

1 

2 

1 

Other  Accidents  and 
diseases  of  Preg- 
nancy & Parturition 

1 

1 

Congenital  Debility 
and  Malformation, 
including  Prema- 
ture Birth 

4 

4 

i 

Violent  Deaths,  ex- 
cluding Suicide  . . 

4 

1 

2 

1 

Suicide  . . 

2 

1 

1 

Other  Defined 

Diseases 

22 

1 

3 

6 

12 

Totals 

94 

13 

5 

4 

6 

0 

15 

23 

28 

Tots 

Deat 

whetH 

of  lRe 
dent: 

or 

Non: 

Resii 


TABLE  IV. 


INFANT  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1914. 


Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  1 Year  of  Age. 


Causes  of  Death. 

<D 

CD 

£ 

r— i 

CD 

r-j 

1 V 

— 

— 

1-2  weeks. 

| 2-3  weeks. 

3-4  weeks. 

Total  under 

4 week. 

4 weeks  & under 

3 months. 

3 months  and 
under  6 months. 

6 months  and 
under  9 months. 

9 months  and 
under  12  months 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

1 year. 

All  Causes 

( Certified 

(Uncertified 

Common 
Infectious  " 
Diseases. 

I 

(Small-pox 

Chicken-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping-Cough 
^Diphtheria  and  Croup 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Erysipelas 

Tuberculous 

Diseases. 

f Tuberculous  Menin- 
gitis ... 

Abdominal 

Tuberculosis 

Other  Tuberculous 
[ Diseases 

Meningitis 

(not  Tuberculous) 
Convulsions 

Laryngitis 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  ( all  forms) 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

Diarrhceal 

Diseases. 

j Diarrhoea 
( Entiritis 

1 

1 

Gastritis  ... 

Syphilis  ... 

Rickets  ... 

Suffocation,  overlying 

1 

1 

1 

Injury  at  Birth 

Wasting 

I )iseases. 

Congenital  Malforma- 
| tions... 

Premature  Birth 
j Atrophy,  Debility, 
and  Marasmus  . . . 

2 

1 

3 

\ 

1 

3 

Other  Causes 

Totals 

9 

w' 

1 

1 

4 

8 

1 

2 

2 1 

2 

13 

(legitimate  ...  184  (legitimate  infants  ...  13 

Births  in  the  year  ■<  Deaths  in  the  year  J 

(illegitimate...  8 (illegitimate  infants...  2 


The  following  information  is  furnished  to  the  County  Medical 
Officer,  at  his  request. 


HORBURY  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Water  Supply — 

Any  developments  during  19141  No.  But  a storage  reservoir  is 
required. 

Any  insufficiency,  and  where  1 No  complaints. 

Any  curtailment  1 No. 

Did  any  wells  fail,  and  where1?  No. 

Any  unsatisfactory  quality,  and  where?  No. 

Any  unchecked  plumbo-solvent  action  ? No. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage — 

Any  developments  during  1914  ? No. 

Developments  still  needed  as  to  (a)  Want  of  sewers. — Loan 
granted  for  new  sewer  in  Millfield  Load. 

(b)  Improvement  of  defective  sewers. 

Any  inadequacjT-  of  Sewage  Disposal  Works  or  complaints  as  to 
smells  ? No. 

No.  of  sink-wastes  Trapped  during  1914. — 47. 

Closet  Accommodation — 

No.  of  Privies  with  open  middens. — 51. 

No.  of  Privies  with  covered  middens. — 596. 

No.  of  Pail  or  Tub  Closets. — 0. 

No.  of  Water  Closets — 877. 

Are  proper  doors  and  coverings  generally  provided  ? — Yes. 

No.  of  Privies  re-constructed  during  1914 — (a)  as  w.c.’s — 86. 

(b)  Other. — None. 

No.  of  additional  Closets  provided  for  old  property  in  1914 — - 

(a)  w.c.’s — none,  (b)  Other. — None. 

No.  of  Closets  constructed  in  1914  for  new  houses  (a)  w.c.’s — 42. 

(b)  Other— 18. 

Scavenging — 

How  is  refuse  disposed  of  (a)  Destructor  ?— No.  (b)  Tips  Yes. 

(c)  Farmers  ? — Small  quantity. 
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Total  annual  cost. — <£636  18s.  lOd.  year  end  March  31st,  1914. 

Is  there  any  inadequacy,  and  where  1 — Present  tip  nearly  full. 

Any  change  during  1914  1 — Council  considering  disposal  by  refuse 
destructor. 

Nuisance  Inspections — 

Total  No.  of  Inspections  made  in  1914 — 1,583. 

Informal  Notices  served — 107.  Complied  with — 92. 

Statutory  Notices  served — 25.  Complied  with  20. 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1913 — 85.  At  close 

of  1914—73. 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  repotted  during  1914 — 354. 

Abated  during  1914 — 366. 

Total  No.  of  Summonses  or  other  legal  proceedings. — Application 
to  Justices  for  order  to  enter  premises  to  execute  works  under 
Sec.  26  P.H.A.  1875,  which  was  granted. 

Regulated  Trades,  etc. — Canal  Boats,  8 inspections.  Offensive 
Trades — No  regular  businesses  carried  on. 

Have  the  Council  declared  any  other  processes  to  be  offensive 
trades,  e.g.,  Fish-frying,  Maggot-breeding,  etc.  % — Yes  ; Fish- 
frying,  etc. 

Schools — 

No.  of  Elementary  Schools  in  District — Three. 

No.  of  Visits  to  Schools — Numerous,  re  investigation  of  Infectious 
outbreaks. 

Action  taken — Schools  inspected,  closed  down  and  disinfected. 

Milk  Supply — 

No.  of  samples  taken  by  Officers  of  S.A.  for  analysis  under  F.  & 
I).  Acts — 14  No.  adulterated — 2 with  small  per  cent,  of 

added  water. 

No.  of  samples  taken  by  Officers  of  S.A.  for  bacteriological  exam- 
ination— None. 

What  arrangement  for  Veterinary  Inspection  of  dairy  cows  % — 
Veterinary  inspection  twice  yearly. 

No.  of  animals  notified  by  Police  during  1914  under  Tuberculosis 
Order,  1913 — None. 

Any  action  thereon  by  S.A.,  e.g.,  to  ascertain  if  cowsheds  affected 
were  satisfactory'? — Regular  inspection. 

Any  instance  of  disease  attributed  to  milk  in  19141 — No. 
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No.  of  Cowkeepers  in  district — 18.  No.  Registered — 18. 

No.  of  Milk  Sellers  who  are  also  Cowkeepers — 18. 

No.  who  are  Purveyors  only — 0.  Total  No.  Registered — 0. 

Total  No.  of  Cowsheds — 24.  No.  of  Inspections  1914 — 78. 

General  Condition — Improvements  have  been  carried  out, 
others  in  hand. 

Approx.  No.  of  Milch  Cows  in  District — 130.  Any  insufficiency 

in  Milk  Supply  ? —No. 

Legal  proceedings  under  D.C.M.  Orders — None. 

Any  Inspection  or  other  action  by  Districts  to  which  Milk  is 
sent  1 — No. 

Other  Foods — 

No.  of  samples  (other  than  Milk)  taken  by  Officer  of  S.A.  for 
examination  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts — 7. 

No.  Adulterated — None. 

No.  of  seizures  of  unsound  food — 0.  Kind  and  quantity — 

Numerous  surrenders.  No.  of  Prosecutions — 0. 

No.  of  Slaughter  houses —7.  No.  Registered —6.  Licensed — 1. 

Kind  and  Condition — Some  improvements  needed. 

No.  of  Prosecutions  (a)  Food  and  Drugs — 0.  (b)  Unsound  Food 

— 0.  (c)  re  Slaughter  Houses — -0. 

Factories  and  Workshops — 

Any  Smoke  nuisance  and  where  1 
No  great  amount. 

No.  of  Smoke  observations  taken. — 12.  No.  of  cautions. — 7. 
Legal  Notices.  — 0.  Summonses. — 0 

Adoptive  Acts — 

Acts  adopted  during  1914. — Parts  1,  11,  111,  IV.,  V.,  XI  and  X.. 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907. 

Byelaws  and  Regulations — 

Any  adopted  during  1914. — None. 

Are  any  other  Byelaws  needed1? — Building  Byelaws  need  revising. 
Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

What  diseases  have  been  specially  prevalent  in  1914  ? — Diptheria. 
What  special  action  to  combat  same  h —Removal  to  Hospital. 
Disinfection.  Inspection  of  Dwellings.  Schools  visited  and 
children  examined  for  suspicious  cases. 


Is  Hospital  accommodation  adequate  and  sufficient? — Yes. 

\\  hat  arrangement  for  the  supply  of  antitoxin  1 — Supplied  free  by 
Council. 

Any  diseases  specially  added  to  notifiable  list  ? — No. 

Any  influences  threatening  the  health  of  the  District  ? — No. 

Special  Reports  and  Investigations  : — None. 

Tuberculosis  : — 

(1)  Inspection  of  patients  home  and  workshop. — Yes.  (4)  Dis- 
tribution of  advice  leaflets. — Yes.  (5)  Action  re  spitting. 
— No.  (6)  Shelters  provided. — No.  (7)  Is  sputum  ex- 

amined ? — Yes. 

Bacteriology  : — 

Is  County  Laboratory  utilized? — Yes.  Any  suggestions? — No. 

d d d O O 

Infant  Mortality  : — 

What  organised  effort  to  control  it? — Health  Yisitor  appointed  to 
District.  Any  Baby  Clinic,  Baby’s  Welcome,  or  Mother’s 
League. — No.  Causes  of  any  excessive  Infant  Mortality  in 
1914. — Lowest  rate  recorded  in  district. 

Yital  Statistics  : 

Births  during  1914 — Males  89.  Females  99.  Total  188 

No.  illegitimate  included  in  above  4.  No.  of  Still  Births  (not 
included)  11. 

Deaths  during  1914 — (1)  Gross  Deaths,  i.e.,  Total  actually  regis- 
tered in  the  District  without  any  correction. — 76  (2)  Nett 

Deaths  on  which  the  rates  are  calculated. — Males  42  Females 
52.  Total  94. 

No.  of  uncertified  deaths  (included  above)  0. 

Miscellaneous  : — 

Mean  Temperature  for  1914. — No  record.  Rainfall  24,07  inches. 

What  Mortuary  accommodation — (n)  for  accidents. — None,  (h) 
for  infection  cases  other  than  at  Hospital. — None. 

No.  of  Burial  Grounds — 2.  Any  need  for  extension  ? — No. 

Are  there  any  ill-placed  fowl  runs  in  District? — No  complaints. 

Any  nuisance  therefrom  or  action  in  relation  thereto  ? — -not 
generally. 

n d 
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Sanitary  Staff:  — 

What  is  the  present  Annual  Salary  of  the  M.O.H  % — <£50,  and  £35 
as  Medical  Superintendent  of  Isolation  Hospital. 

Name  of  Sanitary  Inspector — John  H.  Horsfall.  Annual  Salary 
as  Inspector — £115.  Other  Appointments  held.  — Scavenging 
Superintendent,  Inspector  under  Housing  and  Town  Planning 
Act,  Factory  and  Workshops’  Acts,  Canal  Boats  Acts, 
Dairies,  Cowshed  and  Milkshops  Orders,  Petroleum  Acts, 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  Fabrics  Misdescription  Act.  Salary 
for  such  other  appointments — £10. 

Supplementary  Remarks  as  to  Sanitary  requirements  of  District 

suggestions  of  M.O.H.,  and  extended  notes  from  any  of  the  fore- 
going entries. — 

Houses  totally  unfit  for  human  habitation.  (Section  17) — 1. 

Houses  inspected  under  the  Act  and  Regulations  in  1914 — 51. 

Houses  found  satisfactory  on  inspection — 16. 

Houses  found  not  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  — 5. 

Houses  for  which  notices  were  given  to  execute  works — 4. 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  landlord  elected  to  close  house  instead 
of  complying  with  notice — -3. 

Houses  found  with  defects — 28. 

Houses  made  fit  after  preliminary  notice — 11. 

Houses  in  regard  to  which  notices  were  served  to  remedy 
defects — 1. 

Houses  found  to  be  totally  unfit  for  habitation— 2. 

Houses  represented  by  Local  Authority  as  being  totally  unfit  for 
human  habitation — 2. 

Houses  not  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation — 2 

Houses  with  minor  defects — 17. 

Houses  totally  unfit  for  human  habitation — 2. 

Name  and  address  of  Officer  designated  to  make  inspection  under 
Article  II.  of  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations, 
1910. — John  H.  Horsfall,  Town  Hall,  Horbury. 

Any  regulations  made  in  respect  of  underground  sleeping  rooms 
under  Sec.  17  (7 )\ — No.  Any  action  in  respect  of  such 
rooms'? — None  in  the  district. 
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Other  action  in  regard  to  Housing  : — 

Any  scarcity  of  houses,  if  so,  where  ? — Demand  for  houses  in 
various  parts  of  district. 

Any  overcrowding  of  persons  in  houses,  and  where  ? — Occasional 
cases,  which  are  dealt  with. 

No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  dealt  with  during  1914. — 5. 

Any  special  activity  in  house  building,  and  where  1 — Horbury 
Central  and  Horbury  Junction. 

Number  of  Houses  built  during  1914  (a)  Working-class  dwel- 
lings— 69.  ( b ) Other — None. 

Any  working-class  dwellings  erected  during  1914  by  Sanitary 
Authority. — Please  give  number  and  type  : — Council  have 
under  consideration  a scheme  for  the  erection  of  Working- 
class  Dwellings. 

Town  Planning: — Any  scheme  prepared  during  1914?  If  so,  give 
details. — No. 

Any  scheme  contemplated?  If  so,  for  what  area? — No. 


Urban  District  of  Horbury. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


ON  THE  OPERATIONS  OF  THE 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

and  STAFF  of  the  SANITARY  DEPARTMENT, 


FOR  THE 


Year  ending  December  31st,  1914. 


BY 


JOHN 


H.  HORSFALL,  m.s.i.a.,  c.r.s.i.,  r.p 


Sanitary  Inspector  and  Superintendent  of  Scavenging. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 


Town  Hall, 

Horbury. 


ANNUAL  REPORT,  1914. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF 


THE  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  First  Annual  Report  upon 

my  operations  as  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  year  ending  December 
31st,  1914. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  H.  HORSFALL, 


Sanitary  Inspector. 


OPERATIONS  of  the  STAFF  of  the 
HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 


In  submitting  an  account  of  the  work  carried  out  under 
my  supervision  as  Sanitary  Inspector  during  the  past  year,  it 
will  be  observed  from  the  summarised  particulars  that  the,' 
Health  Staff  has  been  diligently  and  actively  employed  in  re- 
moving from  our  midst  insanitary  conditions  and  influences 
likely  to  be  prejudicial  to  health;  and  in  the  work  necessary  to 
ensure  that  the  public  are  supplied  with  a wholesome  and  un- 
adulterated food  supply. 

The  results  achieved  will  I venture  to  think  compare  more 
than  favourably  with  those  of  previous  years. 

With  additional  legislation  relating  to  Public  Health 
matters,  and  more  serious  thought  given  by  the  public  to  san- 
itation, etc.,  the  duties  of  Health  Officers  during  recent  years 
have  been  greatly  increased,  and  now  give  scope  for  a large 
and  varied  sphere  of  activity,  including  systematic  inspection 
of  district  for  the  detection  and  suppression  of  nuisances-, 
inspection  of  premises  where  food  is  prepared  and  stored,, 
procuring  samples  of  food  and  drugs  for  analysis,  inspection 
of  factories,  workshops,  dairies,  cowsheds,  milkshops,  slaughter 
houses,  canal  boats,  house  to  house  inspections,  and  the  invest- 
igation of  Infectious  Disease. 

In  Horbury  the  removal  and  disposal  of  house  refuse  is 
carried  out  by  the  Health  Department,  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

In  addition  there  is  the  usual  office  routine  of  keeping  of 
proper  books,  drafting  notices,  correspondence;  the  supervision 
of  works,  and  interviewing  of  owners  and  agents,  the  labour 


entailed  in  this  work  cannot  be  very  well  tabulated  and  shown 
on  paper,  nor  can  its  monetary  value  be  readily  computed. 

SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  WORK. 


During  the  year  1,583  visits  and  inspections  have  been 
made  for  the  investigation  and  suppression  of  nuisances. 

The  total  number  of  nuisances  reported  amounted  to  3 5 4. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  nature  and  amount  of 
work  carried  out  at  the  instigation  of  your  Inspector  during 
the  year,  but  does  not  include  the  work  carried  out  under  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning  Act,  1909,  particulars  of  which  are 
given  on  Page  44. 

Nature  of  Work. 

No.  of  Cases. 

Drainage,  etc. : — 

Choked  drains  cleared 

...  35 

Drains  amended  ... 

...  12 

Drains  reconstructed 

...  10 

Cellars  drained  ... 

3 

Open  drains  inlets  trapped 

7 

Sink  waste  pipes  trapped  off  . . . 

...  47 

Rain  water  conductors  repaired 

or  renewed  20 

Slop  sinks  repaired  or  renewed 

11 

New  slop  sinks  provided 

3 

Water  closet  pedestals  renewed 

7 

Water  closet  flushing  apparatus 

repaired  ...  4 

Water  closet  apartments  cleansed  & limewashed  1 

Privies  and  Ashpits,  etc.:-— 

General  Repairs  ... 

5 

Privy  apartments  cleansed  and  limewashed  ...  1 

Dust  bins  repaired  or  renewed 
Dwelling  Houses,  etc.:  — 

...  10 

Dampness  excluded 

...  11 

Roofs  repaired 

4 

General  Repairs  ... 

...  13 

Houses  or  parts  cleansed  and  limewashed  ...  5 
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Ventilation  improved 
Overcrowding  abated 
Yard  and  passage  paving  repaired 


11 


3 


Miscellaneous  Nuisances:  — 

Foul  wall  surfaces  around  sinks  cement 


rendered 

Improper  keeping  of  fowls  prohibited 
Accumulations  of  offensive  matter  removed 
Accumulation  of  manure  removed 


11 

1 


1 


During  the  year  5 62  letters  have  been  sent  from  the 
department,  and  4 8 statutory  notices  and  107  preliminary 
notices  have  been  served. 

Nuisances  on  the  books  at  end  of  1913  ...  8 5 


Nuisances  reported  during  1914 


354 


439 

366 


Nuisances  abated  during  1914 


Nuisances  on  the  Books  Dec.  31st,  1914  ...  7 3 

Most  of  the  unabated  nuisances  on  the  books  are  insan- 
itary privy  middens,  the  work  of  converting  same  to  the  water 
carriage  system  is  at  the  time  of  writing  in  hand  and  will 
probably  be  completed  early  in  1915. 

PRIVY  MIDDENS. 

Previous  reports  have  alluded  to  the  dangers  of  privy 
middens  in  our  midst,  and  the  desirability  of  adopting  drastic 
measures  for  the  eradication  of  this  insanitary  form  of  con- 
venience. 

It  is  without  misgivings  that  I take  up  the  subject,  as  I am 
of  the  opinion  that  in  them  we  have  one  of  the  worst  agencies 
in  the  propagation  of  disease  that  Health  Authorities  have  to 
deal  with. 

In  studying  the  welfare  of  the  people  from  a Public 
Health  point  of  view,  local  authorities  are,  by  insisting  upon  the 
abolition  of  privy  middens,  removing  circumstances  that  are — 
and  will  continue  to  be,  if  not  removed  or  remedied — a med- 


ium  suitable  for  the  propagation  of  disease  and  therefore  a 
danger  to  health. 

In  past  years  Typhoid  Fever  has  occupied  far  too  prominent 
a place  in  Annual  Statistics  and  in  confirmation  of  the  influence 
which  privy  middens  has  upon  the  incidence  of  this  disease, 
statistics  are  an  over-whelming  proof  of  the  rapid  decrease  of 
this  disease  in  districts  where  privy  middens  have  been  super- 
seded by  the  Water  Carriage  system. 

I think  the  Health  Committee  are  fully  alive  to  the  fact 
that  the  privy  midden  system  is  anything  but  ideal,  and  that 
they  are  doing,  and  intend  to  continue  to  do  their  utmost  to 
deal  with  this  question. 

The  Council  have,  by  adopting  certain  sections  of  the 
Public  liealth  Acts  (Amendment  Act),  1907,  acquired  powers 
to  prohibit  the  erection  of  privy  middens  to  new  houses,  this  is 
a move  in  the  right  direction  and  cuts  off  the  supply  of  new 
privy  middens,  consequently  we  have  only  to  deal  with  those 
existing  at  present. 

During  the  year  marked  progress  has  been  made  with  the 
work  of  converting  privy  middens  to  the  water  carriage  system, 
90  water  closets  and  8 5 dust  bins  having  been  provided  in 
connection  with  137  premises,  in  lieu  of  8 6 privies  and  3 9 
middens  abolished. 

In  connection  with  this  work  it  has  been  necessary  to 
serve  Statutory  Notices  upon  owners  in  connection  with  44 
premises,  to  provide  their  premises  with  sufficient  water  closets, 
etc.  in  lieu  of  existing  foul  and  insanitary  privy  middens.  In 
numerous  other  cases  owners  voluntarily  abolished  privy  mid- 
dens and  substituted  water  closets,  etc.  upon  a personal  request 
being  made  to  them  and  the  conditions  of  the  privy  middens 
being  pointed  out. 

It  was  only  necessary  in  one  case  for  the  Council  to  resort 
to  extreme  measures  for  enforcing  the  requirements  of  the 
notice  served.  By  this  owner’s  default  to  comply  with  the 
requisitions  of  such  notice,  the  Council  decided  to  carry  out  the 
necessary  works,  and  accordingly  instructions  were  given  for 
the  work  to  be  executed  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the 
notice. 

The  owner  however  refused  us  admission  to  his  premises, 
and  it  became  necessary  for  an  application  to  be  made  to  the 


41 


Justices  for  an  order  authorising  the  Council  to  enter  the  prem- 
ises for  the  purposes  of  executing  the  work. 

The  application  was  opposed  by  the  Local  Property 
Owners  Association  (on  the  owner’s  behalf)  who  briefed  Coun- 
sel for  the  case. 

After  lengthy  arguments  the  Justices  granted  the  Order 
applied  for  authorising  the  Council  to  enter  the  premises  and 
execute  the  works  necessary  to  comply  with  the  requirements 
of  the  notice  served. 

The  owner  later  came  forward  and  expressed  his  willing- 
ness to  carry  out  the  work  if  permitted  to  do  so  by  the  Council. 
The  Council  decided  to  accede  to  his  request  on  the  owner 
undertaking  to  immediately  carry  out  the  works.  The  work 
has  now  been  executed. 

In  Horbury  there  are  still  some  329  privy  middens  into 
which  discharge  647  privies,  a number  of  the  middens  are  un- 
covered and  insanitary,  others  are  foul  and  wet.  In  many 
instances  the  contents  of  the  privy  middens  have  to  be  wheeled 
out  to  the  carts  in  barrows,  often  in  close  proximity  to  houses, 
tipped  on  to  the  surfaces  of  the  street  or  yard  and  then  thrown 
into  the  cart,  a process  which  is  most  offensive. 

With  these  conditions  existing  there  is  great  need  for 
increased  activity  in  bringing  about  the  conversion  of  these 
insanitary  places  to  the  cleaner  and  more  healthier  conditions 
of  the  water  carriage  system. 

I trust  that  the  excellent  progress  made  in  this  direction 
during  the  past  year  will  be  continued  during  1915,  and  that 
privy  middens  will  soon  only  be  a memory  of  the  past. 

The  following  is  a summary  giving  the  number  of  Water 
Closets  provided  in  lieu  of  privy  middens  during  the  past  7 
years. 

1908  1909  1910  1911  1912  1913  1914 

10  30  32  25  60  46  90 


DRAINAGE. 

In  connection  with  this  important  branch  of  sanitary  work 
a considerable  amount  of  an  Inspector’s  time  is  taken 
up  in  directing,  supervising  and  testing  drainage  works  in 
course  of  construction. 


Where  privy  middens  are  being  converted  it  is  invariably 
found  upon  the  old  drains  being  opened  out,  that  they  are,  ow- 
ing to  defective  construction  or  faulty  workmanship,  altogether 
unsuitable  for  water  closet  drainage. 

During  the  year  the  following  works  have  been  carried 
out  in  the  re-drainage  of  premises  and  the  conversion  of  privy 
middens:  — 11  drains  have  been  re-constructed,  12  new  drains 
laid,  14  new  branches  to  existing  drains,  4 3 inspection  and 
intercepting  man-holes,  and  24  intercepting  traps  hxed. 

In  all  cases  existing  drains  are  tested  with  smoke  before 
allowing  new  connections  to  be  made,  and  all  new  drains  are 
tested  in  a similar  manner  before  being  filled  in. 

SCAVENGING. 

Efficient  scavenging  forms  one  of  the  most  important 
duties  of  sanitary  administration.  This  includes  the  removal 
and  disposal  of  house  refuse,  the  cleansing  and  watering  of 
streets,  and  the  flushing  of  sewers  and  drains.  In  Horbury  the 
Health  Department  is  responsible  for  the  removal  and  disposal 
of  house  refuse,  which  consists  of  the  contents  of  privy  mid- 
dens, ashes,  vegetable  and  animal  waste,  and  rubbish,  com- 
prising old  tins,  pots,  iron,  oil-cloth,  glass,  etc. 

The  position  of  Scavenging  Superintendent  is  one  of 
responsibility,  and  during  the  year  I have  given  much  time  and 
attention  to  this  duty,  as  I consider  that  one  of  a town’s  first 
needs  is  an  efficient  system  for  removing  and  disposing  of 
its  domestic  refuse. 

For  scavenging  purposes  Horbury  is  divided  into  three 
districts  the  work  being  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  own  em- 
ployees (with  the  exception  of  one  hired  horse  and  cart)  which 
is  supplied  in  turn  by  local  horse  owners.  Inconvenience  is 
often  caused  by  this  arrangement,  owing  to  the  horse  owners 
not  being  able  to  supply  a team  and  not  notifying  the  Depart- 
ment of  their  inability  to  so  do.  I am  therefore  of  the  opin- 
ion that  it  would  be  more  satisfactory  for  the  Council  to  pur- 
chase an  additional  horse  and  cart  instead  of  hiring  team 
labour. 

The  approximate  number  of  receptacles,  etc.  to  be  cleansed 
by  the  department  is  647  privies,  329  privy,  middens,  76  dry 
ashes  pits,  600  dust  bins  and  11  cesspools.  In  addition  there 
are  approximately  some  877  water  closets  in  the  district. 


Privy  middens  are  cleansed  about  every  1 8 days,  dust  bins 
and  dry  ashes  places  weekly.  Refuse  from  shops  consisting 
of  paper,  cardboard  boxes,  etc.  is  collected  weekly  and  des- 
troyed at  the  tip. 

The  method  of  disposing  of  the  refuse  is  by  tipping;  the 
bulk  of  the  refuse  being  carted  to  the  Council's  tip  at  Adding- 
ford.  At  certain  periods  of  the  year  a small  portion  of  privy 
midden  refuse  is  carted  to  the  land  and  used  by  the  farmers  for 
manurial  purposes. 

I estimate  the  quantity  of  refuse  disposed  of  at  the  tip  per 
week  to  be  about  5 0 to  5 5 tons  of  ashpits  and  privy  refuse,  and 
1 0 to  12  tons  of  dust  bin  and  shops  refuse. 

The  refuse  tip  is  situate  in  a most  unfortunate  position, 
being  adjacent  to  the  Council’s  Isolation  Hospital,  with  public 
footpaths  skirting  both  top  and  bottom  of  the  tip.  As  the 
larger  portion  of  the  refuse  is  from  privy  middens  the  nuisances 
caused  is  at  times  most  offensive.  Further  the  nuisance  caused 
by  paper  from  the  tip  blowing  over  and  about  the  adjoining 
fields  is  often  considerable,  necessitating  the  Council  having 
to  deal  with  claims  for  damage  said  to  be  caused  by  this 
trouble. 

The  present  tip  is  now  practically  filled,  and  it  is  obvious 
that  early  steps  will  have  to  be  taken  to  provide  other  suitable 
means  of  disposing  of  the  township’s  refuse. 

The  method  of  disposing  of  refuse  by  tipping  cannot  be 
held  as  satisfactory  or  desirable,  nor  is  it  beneficial  to  the 
health  of  any  community,  and  there  is  no  questioning  the  fact 
that  the  disposal  of  refuse  by  incineration  in  a modern  destruc- 
tor is  by  far  the  safest  and  most  hygienic  method  of  disposal. 

The  Council  are  at  the  present  time  considering  this 
question,  and  I trust  that  the  result  of  their  deliberations  will 
be  the  adoption  of  this  form  of  disposal. 

The  quantity  of  refuse  removed  by  your  scavenging  staff 
during  the  year  was:  — 4,448  loads  of  refuse  removed  from 
7,384  ashpits,  11,671  privies,  27,923  dust  bins  and  243  cess- 
pools. These  loads  were  made  up  of  2,416  privy  midden 
refuse,  8 86  dust  bins  refuse,  9 72  loads  from  cesspools  and  174 
loads  of  shops  refuse.  The  refuse  was  disposed  of  as  fol- 
lows:— to  the  Addingford  tip  3,34  7 loads,  to  the  land  84  3 
(refuse  from  middens  and  cesspools),  and  25  8 loads  were  put 
down  the  sewers. 
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In  many  instances  the  middens  are  in  a very  wet  condition, 
and  it  is  necessary  in  some  cases  to  remove  the  contents  in  the 
sludge  cart,  owing  to  this  condition.  The  scavenging  of  the 
district  is  carried  out  during  the  day-time,  which  is  very 
objectionable  owing  to  the  foul  nature  of  midden  refuse,  and 
the  nuisance  caused  is  obvious,  on  seeing  liquid  filth  dripping 
from  the  carts  passing  along  the  streets  to  the  tip.  Work  of 
this  description  should,  without  doubt,  be  carried  out  during 
the  night. 

The  total  expenditure  for  Scavenging  for  the  last  financial 
year  ended  March  31st,  1914,  was  £6  36  18s.  10d.,  including 
wages,  horse  keep,  team  labour,  rent  of  tip,  disinfectants, 
materials,  etc. 

During  this  period  4,332  loads  of  refuse  was  removed, 
being  at  a cost  per  loads  of  2s.  1 l^d.  per  load,,  or  1.5d.  per 
house  per  week. 

In  judging  the  efficiency  of  scavenging  a district  the 
question  of  cost  should  not  altogether  be  the  deciding  factor, 
but  rather  the  method  adopted  for  regular  and  hygenic  collec- 
tion and  removal  of  the  refuse. 

HOUSING,  TOWN  PLANNING,  ACT. 

House-to-house  inspection  is  an  extremely  important  duty 
devolving  upon  local  authorities,  and  a means  whereby  condi- 
tions likely  to  be  dangerous  and  injuries  to  health  are  brought 
to  light,  and  further  to  ascertain  what  dwellings  there  may  be 
in  such  a state  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

Such  inspections  invariably  reveal  numbers  of  nuisances 
and  defects,  which,  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  occupants, 
can  and  should  be  remedied. 

In  ancient  districts  like  Horbury,  there  always  exists  a 
number  of  old  buildings  which,  without  great  care,  quickly 
fall  into  a state  of  dilapidation,  and  in  dealing  with  this  class 
of  property  In  an  efficient  and  satisfactory  manner,  housing 
officials  have  a most  thankless  and  difficult  duty  to  perform. 

During  the  year  51  dwelling  houses  have  been  inspected. 
35  of  the  houses  inspected  were  found  to  have  defects,  and  16 
with  no  defects.  The  total  number  of  nuisances  and  defects 
being  15  7. 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  DEFECTS. 

Defective  drainage  ...  ...  2 

Untrapped  drain  inlets  ...  ...  2 

Sink  waste  pipes  untrapped  ...  20 

Spouts  and  rain  water  conductors  defective  10 

Defective  and  foul  slop  sinks  ...  9 

Houses  with  no  slop  sink  ...  2 

Defective  water  closets  flushing  apparatus  1 

Damp  walls  and  floors  ...  ...  16 

Defective  roofs  ...  ...  12 

Defective  floors,  plaster,  ceilings, 

woodwork,  etc.  ...  ...  32 

Houses  or  parts  requiring  cleansing  ...  4 

Insufficient  ventilation  ...  ...  15 

Insufficient  light  to  rooms  ...  6 

Yard  pavings  defective  ...  ...  10 

Improper  keeping  of  animals  ...  1 

Foul  wall  surfaces  around  slop  sinks  ...  4 

Houses  with  no  proper  food  store  ...  11 

SUMMARY  OF  ACTION  UNDER  THE  HOUSING  ACT. 

Houses  with  defects  not  disposed  of  at 

the  end  of  1913  ...  ...  1 

Houses  inspected  during  1914  ...  51 

Houses  inspected  with  defects  ...  3 5 

Houses  inspected  without  defects  ...  16 

Action  under  Section  17. 

(a)  Houses  found  to  be  totally  unfit  for 

human  habitation  ...  2 

(b)  Houses  represented  to  the  Council 

as  totally  unfit  for  habitation  ...  2 

Action  under  Section  15. 

(a)  Houses  found  not  reasonably  fit  for 

habitation  ...  ...  5 

(b)  Houses  for  which  statutory  notices 

were  given  to  execute  works  ...  5 


(c)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  the  own- 
ers intend  to  close  the  house 
instead  of  complying  with  notice  3 

Action  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

(a)  Houses  found  with  minor  defects  28 

(b)  Houses  made  fit  after  preliminary 

notice  ...  ...  11 

Houses  with  defects  still  outstanding 
or  works  not  completed  at  end 
of  1914  ...  ...  24 

The  following  is  a summary  of  defects  remedied  and 
work  executed  under  the  Housing  Act:  — 

Drains  amended  ...  ...  2 

Drain  openings  trapped  off  ...  2 

Improved  ventilation  to  living  and  sleep- 
ing apartments  ...  ...  11 

Dampness  excluded  ...  ...  3 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  ...  4 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  3 

Slop  sinks  repaired  or  renewed  ...  4 

Wall  surfaces  around  sinks  cement  ren- 
dered ...  ...  3 

Sink  waste  pipes  trapped  off  ...  10' 

Food  pantries  provided  ...  ...  4 

Houses  cleansed  ...  ...  4 

Improved  lighting  to  rooms  ...  1 

Yard  pavings  renewed  ...  ...  4 

Rain  water  conductors  repaired  or  renewed  5 

General  Repairs  ...  ...  9 


The  two  houses  represented  to  the  Council  as  unfit  for 
human  habitation  are  situate  upon  the  Low  Park  Estate.  This 
estate  the  Council  have  purchased  for  a recreation  ground,  and 
in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  purchase  these  dwellings 
have  to  be  demolished,  which  will  be  done  immediately  the 
Council  take  over  the  estate. 

Respecting  the  24  houses  where  defects  are  still  outstand- 
ing— 3 are  to  be  closed  voluntarily  by  the  owners,  I have  met 
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the  owners  in  respect  of  the  remaining  21  houses  on  the 
respective  premises  and  they  have  agreed  to  carry  out  the  nec- 
essary works.  Some  of  the  work  at  the  time  of  writing  being 
in  progress. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  myself  have  scheduled 
a list  of  5 2 dwelling  houses  the  early  inspection  of  which  i£ 
desirable,  which  will  be  inspected  during  1915. 

A complete  record  of  the  inspections  under  the  Housing 
Regulations  together  with  details  of  defects  found,  and  im- 
provements carried  out  is  kept  on  the  card  index  system  as 
approved  by  the  Local  Government  Board  which  will  in  the 
future  form  a valuable  register,  and  eventually  include  every 
house  within  the  district. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACTS. 

There  are  3 5 Factories  and  30  Workshops  in  the  district, 
viz.  : — 


Worsted  Spinners  & Woollen  Manufacturers  6 
Mungo  Manufacturers  ...  ...  2 

Wagon  Making  ...  ...  2 

Iron  Works  ...  ...  ...  1 

Paper  Making  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dye  Works  ...  ...  ...  1 

Oil  Extracting  ...  ...  ...  1 

Athletic  Goods  Manufacturing  ...  1 

Joiners  and  Wheelwrights  ...  ...  7 

Mechanical  Engineers  ...  ...  2 

Rug  Weaving  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rag  Mill  ...  ...  ...  1 

Letterpress  Printers  ...  ...  2 

Builder  and  Contractor  ...  ...  1 

Boot  Repairing  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bakeries  ...  ...  ...  2 

Food  preparing  premises  ...  ...  3 

Workshops : — 

Rag  Sorting  ...  ...  ...  4 
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Athletic  Goods  Manufacturers 
Dress  Makers  and  Milliners  ... 
Boot  Repairers  ... 

Plumbers 

Bakers 

Tailors 

Blacksmiths 

Painters 

Laundry 


4 

5 
4 
2 
3 
2 
2 
2 
1 


Particulars  of  the  inspections  and  defects  dealt  with  will 
be  found  on  Page  15 

SMOKE  NUISANCE. 


Twelve  observations  have  been  taken  of  factory  chimneys 
in  the  district,  each  of  the  duration  of  one  hour.  In  seven 
cases  black  smoke  was  emitted  for  a period  in  excess  of  the 
time  limit  of  8 minutes  in  the  hour,  fixed  by  the  Council. 

The  firms  concerned  were  notified  of  the  nuisance,  and 
informed  that  in  the  event  of  a recurrence,  the  Council  wrould 
take  further  action. 


INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

There  are  eight  private  slaughter  houses  situate  within  the 
district;  seven  being  registered  and  one  licensed.  One  of  the 
registered  slaughter  houses  has  not  been  used  for  slaughtering 
purposes  for  the  past  eighteen  months. 

With  private  slaughter  houses  scattered  over  a district, 
efficient  and  proper  supervision  while  slaughtering  is  in  pro- 
gress, is  an  extremely  difficult  matter,  rendered  more  so  by  the 
irregular  times  at  which  slaughtering  is  carried  out. 

During  the  year  166  inspections  have  been  made  to  the 
slaughter  houses  during  or  immediately  after  slaughtering, 
when  the  carcases  and  offals  of  the  following  were  examined:  — 

214  Beasts. 

342  Pigs. 

1 0 3 Sheep. 
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No  seizures  were  effected,  but  the  following  being  dis- 
eased and  unfit  for  human  consumption  were,  upon  the  condi- 
tion being  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  owners,  surrendered  and 
destroyed : — 

8401bs.  Beef. 

5201bs.  Pork. 

2031bs.  Edible  Offals. 

During  the  year  several  improvements  have  been  carried 
out  at  two  of  the  slaughter  houses,  and  they  are  now,  structur- 
ally, with  one  exception  fairly  satisfactory.  There  are  how- 
ever matters  that  require  attention,  namely  the  method  of 
disposing  of  the  manure  garbage  and  offal. 

At  an  early  date  I intend  to  make  a further  survey  of  this 
class  of  premises,  and  will  present  a report  to  the  Council  upon 
the  same. 

COWSHEDS,  DAIRIES  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

Practically  the  whole  milk  supply  of  Horbury  is  obtained 
from  farms  in  the  district,  only  in  three  cases  is  milk  brought 
into  the  district,  and  none  is  brought  in  by  rail. 

There  are  1 7 persons  registered  as  cowkeepers,  dairymen 
and  purveyors  of  milk,  the  number  of  cowsheds  being  24.  The 
total  number  of  milch  cows  being  kept  at  the  last  inspection  was 
130. 


On  two  occasions  the  Veterinary  Inspector  appointed  by 
the  Council  has  made  an  examination  of  all  the  dairy  cattle  in 
the  district,  and  his  report  will  be  found  on  Page 

In  the  latter  part  of  1913  I presented  a report  to  the 
Health  Committee  drawing  attention  to  the  unsatisfactory  con- 
dition of  the  cowsheds  in  the  district.  After  much  considera- 
tion and  discussion  the  Council  gave  instructions  for  statutory 
notices  to  be  served  upon  the  occupiers  of  2 4 cowsheds  requir- 
ing them  to  carry  out  such  alterations  and  improvements  as 
were  specified,  and  being  necessary  for  rendering  their  prem- 
ises sanitary  and  in  accordance  with  bye-laws.  I am  pleased 
to  say  that  extensive  alterations  and  improvements  have  been 
carried  out  at  some  of  these  premises  during  the  year,  viz.  : — 

Two  new  cowsheds  have  been  built  in  place  of  three 
insanitary  cowsheds  abolishe  1. 
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The  use  of  three  insanitary  premises  as  cowsheds  has  been 
discontinued. 

Additional  lighting,  improved  ventilation  and  renewal  of 
floor  surfaces  in  stands  and  clearance  ways  carried  out  at  three 
cowsheds. 

Extensive  alterations  and  amendments  in  respect  to  five 
other  cowsheds  are  at  the  present  time  in  hand,  and  will  be 
commenced  early  in  1915. 

There  are  still  six  cowsheds  in  respect  to  which  nothing 
has  yet  been  done  to  make  the  same  sanitary,  nor  have  the 
responsible  parties  given  any  intimation  of  their  intention  to 
comply  with  the  notices  served  upon  them,  consequently  I 
brought  the  matters  to  the  notice  of  the  Council  who  have  given 
instructions  for  the  notices  to  be  re-served  and  if  not  complied 
with  proceedings  are  to  be  taken  for  enforcing  the  requisitions 
of  the  notices  served. 

The  whole  of  the  cowsheds  in  the  district  have  been  reg- 
ularly inspected  during  the  year,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that 
there  is  marked  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  and  general 
condition  of  some  of  the  cowsheds.  Some  of  the  cowkeepers 
are,  I believe,  honestly  endeavouring  to  keep  their  premises 
satisfactory,  and  to  supply  a clean  uncontaminated  product. 
There  are  others,  however,  who  are  dilatory  and  careless,  and 
beyond  lime-washing  of  walls  and  occasional  sweeping  of 
floors,  appear  to  think  that  nothing  further  is  required. 

During  the  last  inspection  I found  in  several  cases  that 
the  flanks,  hind  quarters  and  udders  of  the  cows  were  in  a 
dirty  condition. 

The  offenders  in  this  direction  had  their  attention  drawn 
to  this  fact,  and  were  reminded  that  the  cows  required  proper 
and  regular  grooming,  and  the  udders  cleansing  before  milking 
takes  place,  and  that  unless  these  conditions  were  altered  and 
more  attention  paid  to  cleansing,  such  matters  would  be  re- 
ported for  further  action  to  be  taken. 

The  public  want  and  expect  clean  milk,  and  it  is  up  to  the 
cowkeeper  to  ensure  that  this  important  article  of  diet  is  pro- 
duced under  hygenic  conditions  and  supplied  free  from  dirt 
and  contamination. 

To  attain  this,  not  only  must  cowsheds  be  clean,  well 


lighted,  ventilated,  and  drained,  but  scrupulous  cleanliness 
must  be  observed  in  everything  that  pertains  to  the  production 
and  manipulation  of  milk. 

The  lime-washing  of  walls  and  cleansing  of  floors  should 
be  well  observed.  The  regular  grooming  of  flanks  and  hind 
quarters  of  cows ; cleansing  of  udders  and  washing  of  milkers 
hands  before  milking;  wearing  of  aprons  by  milkers,  should 
be  regarded  as  part  of  the  daily  routine  work  of  cowkeepers. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

During  the  year  due  attention  has  been  given  to  this  im- 
portant branch  of  my  work,  and  it  is  essential  that  the  public 
should  be  protected  as  much  as  possible  from  fraud  with  res- 
pect to  the  food  they  eat  and  drink. 

Twenty-one  samples  have  been  obtained  and  submitted  for 
analysis  to  the  County  Analyst. 

The  samples  consisted  of: — Milk  14;  Butter  2;  Rice  1; 
Sausage  1;  Castor  Oil  1;  Mustard  1;  Pepper  1.  Total  21. 

1 9 of  the  samples  submitted  were  certified  as  genuine. 
2 were  certified  to  be  adulterated,  viz.  : — 


Kind  of 

Nature  of 

Action  taken. 

Sample. 

adulteration. 

Milk 

2.10/q  added  water 

Warned  by  legal 

slightly  deficient  in 
milk  fat. 

department. 

Milk 

2.3o/o  added  water 
slightly  deficient  in 
milk  fat. 

do. 

samples 

were  certified  to  be  free 

from  preservatives. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  the  following  samples  were 
taken  in  Horbury  by  the  County  Authorities,  viz.  : — Milk  10; 
Butter  2;  Cocoa  1;  Coffee  1;  Rice  1;  Bramble  Seedless  Jam 
1;  Lard  1;  Total  17.  All  of  which  were  certified  to  be  gen- 
uine. 

FRIED  FISH  SHOPS. 

There  are  10  fish  fryers  in  Horbury.  The  majority  of 
the  shops  are  provided  with  modern  ranges  which  greatly 
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reduces  the  nuisance  often  caused  by  the  effluvium  given  off 
during  frying.  No  complaints  have  been  received,  although 
the  effluvium  is  often  very  pronounced  where  the  old  type  of  pan 
is  in  use.  On  one  occasion  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  owner  to  the  condition  of  his  premises,  and  to 
request  him  in  future  to  pay  more  attention  to  the  cleanliness 
of  his  shop,  which  had  the  desired  effect. 

Provided  they  are  carried  on  under  wholesome  and  clean- 
ly conditions,  and  the  fish  and  fat  of  good  quality,  these  shops 
are  certainly  a boon  to  the  working  classes. 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  HORBURY. 

Report  for  the  Year  1914  on  the  Year  1914  on  the 
Administration  of  the  Canal  Boats  Acts, 

1877  and  1884. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL 
Gentlemen, 

By  Section  3 of  the  Canal  Boats  Act,  18  84,  it  is  the  duty 
of  every  Sanitary  Authority  within  whose  district  a canal  or  a 
portion  of  a canal  passes,  to  enforce  within  their  district  the 
provisions  of  the  Canal  Boats  Acts,  and  the  Regulations  made 
thereunder,  and  to  submit  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
before  the  21st  day  of  January  of  each  year  a report  upon  the 
administration  of  such  Acts,  and  I herewith  submit  my  report 
upon  the  inspections  made  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  boats  inspected  was  8,  the  number  of  per- 
sons on  board  was  23  (16  males,  4 females  and  3 children). 

No  contravention  of  the  Acts  or  Regulations  was  found. 

Horbury  is  not  a registration  district,  the  portion  of  the 
Canal  which  is  about  6 00  yards  being  situate  at  the  extreme 
boundary  of  the  district  at  Broad  Cut.  Boats  do  not  usually 
stop  here  on  this  portion  of  the  canal,  consequently  inspection 
is  a difficult  matter. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  H.  HORSFALL, 

Town  Hall,  Horbury,  Sanitary  Inspector. 

January  4th,  1915. 
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PETROLEUM  ACTS,  1871  and  18  79. 

There  are  5 premises  licensed  by  the  Council  for  the 
storage  and  sale  of  Petroleum.  The  total  quantity  licensed  to 
be  stored  is  4 70  gallons.  The  premises  have  been  regularly 
inspected  and  each  store  complies  with  the  regulations. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  AMENDMENT  ACT,  1907. 

The  Council  have  received  the  Order  of  the  Local  Gov- 
ernment Board  declaring  Parts  2,  3,  4,  5,  6 and  10  of  the  Public 
Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  190  7,  to  be  in  force  within  the 
district  from  September  18th,  1914. 

The  Council  have  by  an  Order,  confirmed  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  declared  the  following  trades,  businesses 
and  manufacturers,  to  be  offensive  trades  within  the  district, 
viz.,  Fat-melter  or  Fat-extractor,  Glue-maker,  Size-maker,  Gut- 
scraper,  Rag  and  Bone  dealer,  Fish-fryer,  Manufacturer  of 
Manure  from  fish  offal,  blood  or  other  putresable  animal  mat- 
ter, Grease  and  Oil  Distiller  or  Refiner.  By  such  Order  the 
expression  “Rag  and  Bone  dealer”  means  any  person  who,  for 
the  purpose  of  sale,  carries  on  upon  any  premises  the  trade  of 
receiving,  storing,  sorting  or  manipulating  any  rags  in  an 
offensive  condition  or  in  a condition  likely  to  become  offen- 
sive, or  any  bones,  rabbit  skins,  fat  or  other  putresable  animal 
products  of  a like  nature.  It  will  now  be  necessary  for  the 
Council  to  consider  the  drafting  of  bye-laws  for  the  regulation 
of  the  above  named  trades,  businesses  or  manufactures. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  figures  given  in  the  Medical 
Officer’s  report  that  during  the  year  under  review  Infectious 
Disease,  principally  Diphtheria,  has  again  been  ,very  prevalent, 
consequently  a great  amount  of  my  time  has  been  devoted  to 
matters  connected  with  the  investigations  of  the  cases  notified. 

All  available  means  are  taken  for  preventing  the  spread 
of  disease.  Upon  the  receipt  of  notification  of  Infectious 
Disease  the  case  is  at  once  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
if  proper  and  efficient  means  of  isolation  cannot  be  carried  out 
at  the  home. 

The  premises  are  at  once  disinfected,  the  method  being 
by  Formalin  Spraying,  and  fumigation  by  Formic  Aldehyde 
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Vapour,  the  bedding  and  clothes  being  exposed  to  the  vapour 
as  much  as  possible. 

Where  cases  are  isolated  at  home  instructions  are  given 
for  proper  isolation  of  patient,  and  disinfectants  supplied. 
The  premises  are  also  periodically  visited  to  see  that  isolation 
is  being  maintained. 

After  recovery  the  premises  are  disinfected. 

All  premises  where  Infectious  Disease  has  occurred  are 
inspected  to  ascertain  the  sanitary  condition,  defects  and  nuis- 
ances are  noted  and  steps  taken  to  have  the  same  remedied. 

The  Northfield  Council  and  St.  Peter’s  Day  Schools  have 
each  been  closed  and  disinfected  on  two  occasions  during  the 
year. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  disinfection  work  carried 
out  during  1914:— 

Houses  or  parts  disinfected  on  account  of  Diphtheria  9 8 

„ „ „ „ Scarlet  Fever  11 

„ ,,  „ ,,  Typhoid  Fever  3 

„ „ „ „ Erysipelas  9 

„ „ „ „ Tubercular 

Diseases  6 

„ x „ „ ,,  Other  Diseases 

and  Illnesses  6 
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The  method  in  vogue  of  disinfecting  bedding  and  cloth- 
ing cannot  be  regarded  either  satisfactory  or  efficient,  and  I 
would  venture  to  suggest  that  the  Council  consider  the  question 
of  providing  a steam  disinfector,  by  which  means  the  efficient 
disinfection  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc.  could  be  carried  out. 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

In  addition  to  what  I have  previously  enumerated,  there 
are  in  Horbury  other  important  matters  which  I seriously  com- 
mend to  your  notice,  which  must  have  direct  bearing  on  the 
public  health,  viz.,  the  condition  of  many  of  the  streets  an(d' 
yards,  the  surfaces  of  which  are  pervious  and  unpaved  and 
require  properly  making  up;  the  keeping  of  poultry,  etc.  in 


yards  and  in  close  proximity  to  dwellings:  the  provision  of 
suitable  receptacles  for  the  deposit  of  manure  where  horses,, 
cattle  and  pigs  are  kept;  and  for  the  regular  removal  of 
manure  from  these  places. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  say  that  I have  conscientiously 
endeavoured  to  discharge  the  varied  duties  of  my  office  with 
strict  impartiality,  and  have  ever  been  ready  to  discuss  with 
parties  concerned  matters  pertaining  to  suggested  sanitary 
improvements. 

I trust  that  my  efforts  have  been  appreciated,  and  that 
they  may  have  been  of  some  benefit  to  the  inhabitants. of  the 
township. 

I wish  to  express  my  appreciation  for  the  kindly  assist- 
ance, consideration  and  courtesy  extended  to  me  by  the  Chair- 
man and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee;  also  to  the  Medi- 
cal Officer  of  Health  for  the  kind  assistance  and  support 
rendered  to  me  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 


February  15th,  1915. 


Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  H.  HORSFALL, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


Wilson  & Chappell,  Printers,  Horbury. 
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